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What is marriage and why is it important to society?


When you ask someone what marriage means to them, they typically respond by saying it is a sacred bond between a man and a woman where they promise to love each other no matter what and to devote themselves to no one else.  Marriage is something that shows the world and the couple getting married that they are committed to each other during the good and bad times and will take anything on not as individuals, but as a couple.  It unites their lives legally, economically and emotionally and can be one of the most fulfilling and challenging experiences in one’s life (Stritof and Stritof).

So why is marriage so important to our society in general?  Society was founded on the foundation of the "nuclear family" where there is a father, a mother and their children.  Children learn to become productive and obedient members of society in the family unit by learning the rules of the house, building relationships and learning what's expected of them in their family unit and in society in general.  In the center of all of this, it is the marriage of a man and a woman that secures this family unit in a permanent and monogamous relationship. (The Labor of Love).  
To raise a healthy child, you need:

1) A Loving Parent

2) Security 

3) Stimulation and Interaction

4) Rules

5) Guidance
By being raised in a household with married parents, a child’s upbringing is more likely to be stable compared to only having one parent or having constant change such as divorce in their lives.  Security in a household is vital for a child in terms of cognitive stimulation and emotional support (Grabmeier).  Because of this, these children are more likely to be more successful and have higher self-confidence which improves society in general.

Why do gays want the right to marry?


In our lives, we all want to be accepted by society and to have the same rights that the man next to you has.  We in America believe that every man and woman is created equal by our creator.  America also has moments in its history where this has not always been the case.  The main reason gays want the right to marry is to have the same rights that heterosexual couples have and most feel it’s a violation of their religious freedom.  Homosexual couples would also like to have the same benefits given by our federal government to married couples such as joint ownership of property and finances, the tax benefits married couples get and medical decision-making capacity to name a few (Balanced Politics).
Some people also believe being homosexual is not a choice (Balanced Politics).  A question those that believe it is a choice should ask themselves is, “If you’re straight, can you truly be physically and emotionally attracted to someone of the same sex?  Can you get that same feeling you get when you look at a beautiful/handsome woman/man?”  Most likely the answer is no, so why do people still believe it’s a choice? 
Along with wanting the same rights as everyone else and believing it’s not a choice to be gay, another reason gays feel they should be able to marry is because denying marriage to gay couples is a form of minority discrimination.  The majority should rule in America since we live in a democracy, but we also protect the rights of minorities be it Neo-Nazis or the rights of blacks and Hispanics (W. Johnson).   

In a marriage, it typically doesn’t affect anyone but the people that are married and their dependents.  And when they are married, it’s more likely that their relationship is as strong as it will ever get, so I don’t see how society or anyone in particular would be hurt or damaged in any way if gays were allowed to marry.  A marriage is personal commitment between to people that love each other and I don't know why it would be of anyone else's concern.  Society should protect people if someone is getting hurt, but not take action and/or dictate who can do what when no one would be getting hurt in the first place.  If religious groups or others disapprove, that's their right, but it isn't their right to take away or prevent rights from being given to specific groups of people. (Balanced Politics).  With allowing gays to marry, the number of child adoptions should increase since gay couples cannot pro-create (although some might see an increase in gay adoptions as an argument against same-sex marriages).  Why should a child be stuck in foster care or not be adopted when there are loving gay couples willing and wanting to have them in their family?  By allowing this, it encourages people to have strong family values and give up high-risk sexual lifestyles (Balanced Politics).  The only thing that should matter in marriage is love.  Couples marry because it is the ultimate expression of a person's love for another.  Gay couples should have that same right under the 14th amendment’s equal protection clause that states, “All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws” (FindLaw).  Are we not denying gays their right as citizens of the United States of America equal protection of the laws?
Congressman Jerrold Nadler applauded the legalization gay marriage in Vermont in 2009 and said, “Vermont citizens should be proud of their state representatives, who have just voted overwhelmingly to end Vermont’s ban on same-sex marriage.  The Vermont State Legislature has made a clear and courageous statement to uphold the civil rights and dignity of all Vermont citizens. I rejoice with each new state that makes the bold and enlightened decision to legalize gay marriage and, once again, I hope that the rest of the country – including New York – will soon follow” (House.gov).  This is a powerful statement to me since he’s stating that his state is upholding the rights that every citizen of our states should have and is encouraging other states to follow in his state’s footsteps. 
Mitt Romney is a known conservative that is against legalizing gay marriage, but about a decade and a half ago, he was quoted as saying, “"People of integrity don't force their beliefs on others, they make sure that others can live by different beliefs they may have" (Jones).  Now he’s turned on what he said and is voting to not allow people live their lives regardless of how different their beliefs may be.
Here is a list to contact the representatives in your district to voice your opinion.  Be heard!
Tom Duschle
Oxford County 
547-689-8593

Alex Martinez 

Tomford County 

541-532-1452

Lisa Thompson 

Orange County 

548-452-4356
What are the arguments against gay marriage?

One of the arguments against gay marriage is that the gay lifestyle is not something to be encouraged, as a lot of research shows it leads to a much lower life expectancy, psychological disorders, and other problems (Balanced Politics) that can create an unhealthy lifestyle and unhealthy lifestyles should be discouraged.  
The position most western religions take is that homosexuality is a sin; even an abomination against humanity and that it should be discouraged at all costs (Bidstrup). 

 Some of us also believe that if gays were allowed to marry, it could lead down a slippery slope of allowing polygamy or even the marriage of a human and an animal or object.  It sounds ridiculous but all it takes are a few activist judges to open the door to debate.  Such a thing happened in California when two judges made it unconstitutional to say the Pledge of Allegiance even though 95% of Americans disagreed with the decision (Balanced Politics).  
	Age at marriage for those who divorce in America

	Age
	Women
	Men

	20 to 24 years old
	36.6%
	38.8%

	25 to 29 years old
	16.4%
	22.3%

	30 to 34 years old
	8.5%
	11.6%

	35 to 39 years old
	5.1%
	6.5%

	Under 20 years old
	27.6%
	11.7%


Gay marriage will weaken the institution of marriage in general is another argument. “The 50 percent divorce rate has already weakened the definition of marriage. We shouldn't be taking further steps to define what marriage is. A law allowing gay marriage would increase the number of joke or non-serious marriages, such as a couple of friends who want to save on taxes. Marriage is the most sacred institution in this country, and every society considers it the joining of a man and a woman. It makes biological sense since only a man and woman can pro-create.” (Balanced Politics) 
Response to arguments against gay marriage

Most homosexuals are living the bachelor/bachelorette lifestyle their whole lives though as well because they cannot get married.  Partying, drugs and consumption of alcohol is more common among single individuals no matter what their sexual preference is and allowing gays to marry could actually increase their life expectancy.  
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It’s hard to change a person’s opinion when it comes to religious matters, but the general feel I get out of most Western religions against homosexuality is that God is a loving creator that loves every single man, woman and child that he created on this Earth.  If we are to say homosexuality is a sin, are we saying one of God’s creations is an abomination and that he isn’t as perfect as well as all believe?  
I can also see the slippery slope position, but that can easily be taken care of if the language used while writing gay marriage into law is very clear on what marriage as a whole is.  Slippery slopes are weak arguments against any issue, but especially against something as important as the rights of a minority group.
While it is true that marriage is not taken as seriously as it once was (Institute for Marriage and Public Policy), I don’t believe gay marriage would weaken it in any serious way if at all. Sure, jokes could be made, but why should the jokes of a few narrow-minded people stop two people that love each other to marry?  Gay marriage is already allowed in some strong nations to and they’re doing fine (R. Johnson).  Some of those countries are:
· Canada 
· Germany 
· France 
· Belgium 
· Finland 
Conclusion

My older brother and sister are gay and I feel it is my duty to fight for their rights as I feel my brother and sister are just as important as I am, but I feel our government doesn’t agree with me.  The United States was known for being a progressive nation where freedom and equal rights were given to all and it is why our forefathers came to this great nation.  The land of the free and the home of the brave.  It is a great and powerful nation with many fantastic freedoms and rights that we take for granted every day.  
The thing is though, only some groups of people get certain rights that others cannot.  Denying marriage to a loving couple that wants to commit to each other for the rest of their lives is against the values of America and what it stands for.  As long as gays are denied the right to marriage and all the benefits that come along with it, I feel we as a nation have failed a minority group that plays an important part in our country that make up a good percentage of our population. No longer are gays required to hide in the closet and question if they’re less than human for being who they are.  America still has a strong influence on the rest of the world and we have a chance to show it that we’re still accepting of you no matter what you believe in or where you come from, as long as you have good morals and are a decent a human being.  Let us use this opportunity wisely by accepting our brothers and sisters by not denying them of their rights as citizens of the United States of America.
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